
 

 

MINUTES OF THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

J. MARTIN GRIESEL CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

May 19, 2000 
9:00 AM 

 
 

Present: Appointed Members: Caleb Faux, Jacquelyn McCray; 
Administration:  John Shirey, City Manager; City Council 
Representative:  James Tarbell; City Planning Staff: Elizabeth A. 
Blume, Director, City Planning Department, and Steven A. Kurtz, 
Administrator, Land Use Management 

 
The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairperson Jacquelyn McCray. 
 
MINUTES    
 
Mr. Faux moved approval of the minutes of the meeting of April 28, 2000, as 
submitted.  Seconded by Mr. Tarbell, the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Faux’s motion to approve the minutes of May 5, 2000 as presented was 
seconded by Mr. Shirey, and approved unanimously. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mr. Shirey moved approval of the following items: 
 
Ordinance Vacating Boswell Alley in the Northside Community 
 
Michael and Jan Beck own and operate a restaurant on Blue Rock Street in 
Northside, which is named after Boswell Alley, an old alley that runs behind 
their establishment and dead ends at the Firehouse.  Over the years, this alley 
has become a security problem.  By vacating the alley, the Beck’s can secure 
their property and use the portion of the alley abutting their property for 
future expansion of their business.  Other abutting property owners will also 
assume ownership of the portions adjacent to their lots. 
 
Ordinance to Grant a Permanent Sewer Easement Over City-Owned 
Property at 3845 William P. Dooley Bypass in Northside  
 
Charlotte Healey, owner of the property, requested a permanent easement 
over a portion of the property at 3845 Dooley Bypass for the construction of a 
sewer line and its attachment to the City’s public distribution water main.  The 
sewer line is being constructed in order to comply with the Department of 
Public Works’ citation (violation due to sewage overflow).  On November 24, 
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1988, the City Health Commissioners consented to the granting of the 
easement and, on March 10, 1999, the City Council approved the easement; 
however, the property description in the original ordinance was not correct, 
necessitating this ordinance. 
 
Ordinance to Convey an Easement to Trigen-Cinergy Solutions for 
Installation of Pipes In and Through the Cincinnati Convention 
Center in the Central Business District 
 
This ordinance authorizes conveyance of an easement to Trigen-Cinergy 
Solutions for the purpose of constructing, reconstructing, operating, 
maintaining, repairing, replacing and removing two pipes not exceeding 24 
inches in diameter for the transmission of chilled water.  Two parallel pipes, 
approximately 180 feet in length, will be installed in the basement of the 
Convention Center.  This installation will lessen traffic congestion and reduce 
the degradation of City streets.  Trigen-Cinergy has agreed to pay fair market 
value for the easement. 
 
Ordinance for First Amendment to Sale of City Property Agreement 
with Mechanical Leasing – Lot 4A of Ridgewood Industrial Park in 
Carthage 
 
Ordinance 458-1999, approved in November 1999, authorized the City 
Manager to enter into an Agreement for Sale of City Property with Mechanical 
Leasing, Inc. (MLI), one of two companies located on the Carthage Mills site.   
The agreement identifies the City’s $842,000 development loan as the first 
mortgage.  The First Amendment to Agreement for Sale of City Property for 
Development is needed to accommodate MLI’s potential lenders and to allow  
MLI to secure the necessary permanent financing for its new facility.  The City 
agreed to subordinate its first mortgage to FirstStar Bank and the Small 
Business Administration in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $1.5 
million.  MLI’s project financing will be restructured when construction of the 
new facility is complete. 
 
Ordinance Declaring Intent to Appropriate Property Required for 
Replacement of the Powers Street Bridge in South Cumminsville 
 
This ordinance is to grant a temporary backyard easement on a portion of two 
private properties abutting the existing Powers Street Bridge in order to 
facilitate construction of a new bridge.   The Powers Street Bridge, which 
spans the West Fork of the Mill Creek, is deteriorating and is functionally 
obsolete.  The bridge’s present weight capacity of 25 tons is below the 
current standard.  The project consists of replacing the existing structure with 
a new bridge that will be constructed to current standards and easier to 
maintain. 
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Proposed Sale of City-Owned Property Located on Mound Street 
Between Court and Ninth Streets in the West End Neighborhood 
 
The American Heritage Land Development Company represents the 
Cincinnati Home Builders as developer of CiTiRAMA 2000.  The City-owned 
parcels to be developed for CiTiRAMA 2000 are located on the east and west 
sides of Mound Street, south of Court Street and total 1.74 acres.  The 
developer will prepare the property with infrastructure and building 
foundations for 27 developable lots.  CiTiRAMA 2000 will be comprised of 12 
new buildings; the remaining lots will be developed through 2001. 
 
Ordinances Granting a Non-exclusive Fire Separation and Grade 
Change Easement, Grating of An Easement for Sanitary Sewer 
Purposes and Temporary Construction Easements Through LeBlond 
Park, and Vacation of 1625 Square Feet of Seybold Alley in the East 
End Neighborhood 
 
The following issues were presented in three separate ordinances:  1)  Alumni 
Development owns property adjoining LeBlond Park and wishes to construct 
two condominium buildings on its property.  In order to meet building code 
requirements for its easternmost building, Alumni needs an easement for fire 
separation and grade change along part of the west line of LeBlond Park.  2)  
Construction of the Riverfront Spires condominiums will require building over 
an existing sewer line which runs through LeBlond Park.  Metropolitan Sewer 
District (MSD) will permit this construction only if a new permanent sewer 
easement is granted to the Board of Hamilton County Commissioners.  The 
easement will allow MSD to build a new sewer line in the event the existing 
sewer needs replacement.  3)  Alumni Development has petitioned the City of 
Cincinnati, requesting the vacation of 1625 square feet of Seybold Alley, 
which it intends to include in the new Riverfront Spires condo project as 
parking and open space.  In return for the vacation, Alumni will dedicate to 
the City a 21-foot right-of-way access to the part of Seybold Alley that will not 
be vacated, as well as an easement for a water main. 
 
Subdivision Improvement Plan and Plat of Subdivision for St. Ann’s 
Common Subdivision, Block B, to Implement CiTiRAMA 2000 in the 
West End Neighborhood 
 
CDS Associates, Inc., on behalf of the owner and developer (American 
Heritage Lane Development, LLC), submitted a Subdivision Improvement Plan 
(SIP) and Plat of Subdivision for property to be utilized for CiTiRAMA 2000, 
which lies east and west of Mound Street.  The new subdivision, which will 
front directly on Mound Street, is 2.118 acres in size.  The plat shows the  
subdivision will contain 29 lots, 27 buildable and 2 lots to be used for 
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vehicular access and landscape buffer.  There are no new public streets 
proposed. 
 
Mr. Faux seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
REQUEST FOR VARIANCES OF THE ZONING CODE SUBDIVISION 
REGULATIONS TO ALLOW SUBDIVISION OF LAND AT 820 AND 824 
ENRIGHT AVENUE IN PRICE HILL 
 
Action recommended:  Grant the variances of SEC. 1413-400, Requirements 
of the R-4 District, of the Zoning Code as requested for 820 and 824 Enright 
Avenue and approve the subdivision of land as proposed. 
 
The staff report was presented by Edward Mangold, Senior City Planner, who 
stated the subject property is located on the east side of Enright Avenue, 300 
feet north of West Eighth Street.  The site, with frontage on both Enright and 
Terry Avenues, contains a single-family house (820 Enright) and a 
florist/greenhouse (824 Enright) in the R-4 Multi-Family Medium-Density 
District and the R-3(T) Two-Family Transition District.  In order for the owner 
to sell the house to the current tenant, variances of the Zoning Code 
regarding minimum lot area and rear yard setback must be granted.  Adjacent 
property owners and the East Price Hill Improvement Association were 
notified of the variance request and were provided a copy of the staff report; 
no responses or objections were received.  Staff recommends approval.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Shirey to approve the variances and grant the 
subdivision.  Seconded by Mr. Faux, motion carried (all ayes). 
 
PROPOSED ZONE CHANGE FROM B-4, R-4(T) AND R-3 TO B-2 AND 
EXTENSION OF THE EQ-UD DISTRICT #3  AT THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF VINE STREET AND GALBRAITH ROAD IN HARTWELL 
 
Actions requested:  A.  Approve a zone change from the B-4 General 
Business District to the B-2 Community Business District for property located 
at 1 and 7 Galbraith Road,  8254 Vine Street and 6 and 8 Glendale Avenue.  B.  
Approve a zone change from the R-4(T) Multi-Family Transition District to the 
B-2 Community Business District for property located at 15 and 21 Galbraith 
Road.  C.  Approve a zone change from the R-3 Two-Family District to the B-2 
Community Business District for the two parcels located at 16 Glendale 
Avenue.  D.  Approve the extension of the Environmental Quality-Urban 
Design (EQ-UD) District # 3 Hartwell Business Area Boundary to include the 
two parcels at 16 Glendale Avenue. 
 
Senior City Planner David Efland presented the staff report, describing 
adjacent land use and zoning, and providing a map and photos of the parcels.  
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The applicant proposes to use the aggregated 2.1 acre property for the 
development of a new Walgreen’s Drug Store which will replace the existing 
Sweeney Auto Leasing and Cross County Motors’ property.  The proposed 
project is supported by the Hartwell Improvement Association.  Staff 
recommends approval. 
 
Following brief discussion, Mr. Shirey moved to approve the requested re-
zoning and extension of the EQ-UD District.  Mr. Tarbell seconded the motion, 
and it was approved 3-0-1 (ayes: McCray, Shirey, Tarbell; nays: none; 
abstaining:  Faux). 
 
DRAFT OF THE EAST PRICE HILL URBAN DESIGN PLAN 
 
Action recommended:  Accept the East Price Hill Urban Design Plan Draft, 
dated May 2000, for review and consent. 
 
The staff report was presented by Steve Briggs, Senior City Planner, who 
reviewed the boundaries, objectives and implementation strategy of the Plan.  
The Planning Staff believes the Draft Plan sets the stage for positive 
improvements along the Warsaw Avenue corridor between Glenway Avenue 
and Grand Avenue; staff recommends that the CPC accept the Draft for 
review and comments. 
 
Following extensive discussion, Mr. Shirey moved to approve acceptance of 
the East Price Hill Urban Design Plan Draft.  Mr. Faux seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved (4-0). 
 
RESOLUTION REGARDING A PLANNING PARTNERSHIP WITH 
HAMILTON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Ms. Blume described the attached Resolution, which will convey to the City 
Council the City Planning Commission’s support for establishing this 
partnership with Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission.  Such a 
cooperative effort is needed because, increasingly, both at State and federal 
levels, planning and funding issues are being dealt with on a regional basis.  If 
approved by the City Council, the City will be asked to contribute an 
additional $5,000.00 to support this planning partnership.  At that level of 
support, the City will have six voting representatives participating in this 
endeavor. 
 
Mr. Shirey moved to approve the attached Resolution and to transmit it to the 
City Council in a timely manner.  Seconded by Mr. Faux, the motion was 
approved, 4-0.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to consider, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
______________________________ _______________________________ 
Elizabeth A. Blume, Director  Jacquelyn McCray, Acting Chairperson 
City Planning Department   City Planning Commission 
 
 
 
Date:____________________  Date:______________________ 
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RESOLUTION 
REGARDING 

A PLANNING PARTNERSHIP 
WITH 

HAMILTON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, The Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission was 
established in 1929 for the purpose of providing a method of 
cooperative and representative planning among the various political 
subdivisions of Hamilton County; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission has recently 
completed a Strategic Planning process, culminating in recommendations for 
major modifications to its vision, mission and organizational structure in order 
to meet the diverse needs of Hamilton County communities in the 21st century 
and more effectively carry out the duties and functions of a Regional Planning 
Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, the continued economic success of all Hamilton County 
communities requires multi-jurisdictional coordination and appropriate and 
efficient use of the county’s land, its infrastructure, and its transportation 
system; and 
 
WHEREAS, by virtue of the adoption of the attached Resolution of 
Cooperation by the Board of County Commissioners of Hamilton County and 
the municipalities and townships in Hamilton County, such participating 
communities will establish a representative and collaborative long-range 
planning committee to be known as The Planning Partnership – inclusive of 
public sector, private sector and civic sector planning organizations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the specific purpose of the Planning Partnership shall be to 
facilitate the creation and implementation of local and countywide plans 
through a collaborative planning relationship with townships and 
municipalities, and to make related advisory, non-binding recommendations 
regarding issues related to growth management, land use, open space, 
transportation, housing and other long-range multi-jurisdictional planning 
issues. 
 
WHEREAS, the attached Resolution of Cooperation identifies appropriate 
provisions for the organization, administration, membership, funding and 
general terms of agreement for reestablishment of the Hamilton County 
Regional Planning Commission. 
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WHEREAS, Section 713.21 et seq. of the Ohio Revised Code enables political 
jurisdictions in any county to cooperate with the Board of County 
Commissioners in the creation and maintenance of a Regional Planning 
Commission. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Planning Commission of the 
City of Cincinnati, that this Commission recommends that the City Council 
adopt and ratify the Resolution of Cooperation for Reestablishment of the 
Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission and Establishment of the 
Planning Partnership as a Committee of the Regional Planning Commission. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution de directed 
by the Clerk of the Board of the Executive Director of the Hamilton County 
Regional Planning Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved and adopted by the City Planning Commission this 19th day of May, 
2000. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ _____________________________ 
Elizabeth A. Blume, Director  Jacquelyn McCray, Acting Chairperson 
City Planning Department   City Planning Commission 
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